The Passing of a Ploneer.

Franz  Homnghansen was born
July 25, 1814, in Wuanderthausen,
Germany, aml died Febroary 27, 1907
at the home of his  grandson,  John
Straekbein, south of Wheatland,

He was marvied in January, 1844,
to Miss Avnna Blizaheth  Riedesel, iu
Germeany, aud the l‘nlluwing year they
enme to Aneriea, settling in Craw-
ford county, Ohio, where they  lived
nutil 18HH AL that time lowa was
considered the »far west” and  they

enme Lo make their home on the broad ;

sparsely settled praivies,  where the
ved men and deer were far mdrve num-
erons than the white man amd  his
cows,  Their lirst place of residence
was on Lthe hnoll near the present
site of the Milwaukee depot, hut he
moved  later to the farm south of
town wmong the Talls,  Theve they
lived and  prospered,  rearing 1w
children m God's wavs,  acenmulat.
ing and turning the broad acres to a
height  of productiveness, so thal
the weight of vears bore lightly on
them

[le was considered a man in the
prime of life before Whentland  was
accorded a place on the map,  hefore
any tailromd reached tns far west, he
hias wate hed with interest the growth
of this town amd state from its infan-
ey, when the neverending ery  of
swestward,  ever westward.”” ealled
many of his old pioneer fmiduds, e
remained here, satisfied that old lowa
fwas good enongh forhim Many are
the little incidents coneerning him re.
Eated by some of the older vesidents,
who  knew  him when he was a
Cyoung™ man of  rugeed  bnild and
surprising strength, 8 L Rogers, the
first man to stat o store i Wheat-
i, tells of one oceasion when
Franz was hauling the givst stock  of
Foods tor the wew store,  how  his
tesn of oxen were stuck in the mnd

with thew load, and then how on af’

wager, he shouldered o big bavrel of
molasses and earried it some distanee
to thesterve  These  little  incidents
are still as fresh i the minds of  the
old residents as at the thme they oc-
curred .

He was one of the first members of
the German Reformed chureh of this
place, and reared his childven in the
same beliel,  lie was the  father  of
six children, five of whom survive
i The surviving ones are Mrs,
Kate Holmes  of Washington  state,
Mrs. Marvia Strackbein, of near Big
Rock, Franz H, of nesr Big Rocek,
Louis 1, of Davenport, John I, of
near thig place.  Mrs. Susan Kroh,
another daughter, died a few years
ago,  Heis also survived by his aged
wile aind g number of gweandehildren

The funeral services were conduet-
ed by Rev. J Link at the home Sat-
urday aftrenoon atone o’cloek, the
remanns then being hronght to the
German Reformed ehorel heve, where
second services were held, huial tak-
ing place in the High German  ceme.
tery,

He was also 1 member of the Low.
den Krieger-Vercin, and they had
charge of the funcral  C. 19, Steffens,
W Struck, G Howrighausen, L.
Strackbein, 11 Fdler and T, Fuchs
were pall hearers.  Other members of
the organization present, were Nicho.
hs Von Almen, Chas. Krenz, 1,
Kohlhoff, I. Dienst, W Boctteer, H
Dickel, 1F tlamdorf, ¢ Remking, Sr.,
I Froesch, J Deinegers 1. Busch,
G. Ficke and . Muahs,
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The length and detail of this obituary reflect his
stature in the local community. They had a seventh
child, a daughter, who died in the 1850s or 1860s.
His three sons all took over parts of his substantial
farm holdings.

Homrighausen had an earlier wife and daughter in
Wunderthausen who both died in 1843.

Notes by Dr. Paul Riedesel
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